Pentecostal Tabernacle Bible Study SEED DELIVERY (Spring 2009)

BIOGRAPHICAL STUDY: Priest and Levite

1. Who where they?

o Two individuals who passed the injured Jewish man on the road between
Jerusalem and Jericho.

2. Why were they important?

o Priest:

e Under the High Priest, was responsible for the spiritual well-being of the
Jewish people.

o Assisted the High Priest in the temple sacrifices and looked after
temple vessels. (Leviticus 1-12)

o Were responsible for teaching the law. (Hosea 4:4-8; 5:1-2)
o Were descended from Aaron’s branch of the tribe of Levi.

e Was one of the public health officials for the community. (Leviticus 13-15;
Mark 1:40-45; Luke 17:11-19)

o Levite:

e Like the priests, were born from the tribe of Levi, but were more involved
in the upkeep of the temple and its furnishings.

3. What were their circumstances?
o Were traveling, like the man, “down” from Jerusalem.

¢ Likely meaning that they were leaving the temple and probably heading
home (i.e., heading home from “church”).

e Road to Jericho was known to be popular spot for thieves.
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o Should have been concerned for the man’s well-being in the offices are leaders
within the temple (i.e., the “church”).

4. Did they live out this characteristic? Why they matter?

o Reacted to the man’s condition, perhaps in fear.

e Response to the circumstance was self-directed, not directed at the need
of the broken man.

o Even though the man was their “neighbor” in the Jewish community, they didn't
reach out, but pulled back.

« ‘“neighbor” = G4139 MAnaoiov plesion (pla-se’-on)
o Hendrikson Publishers’ Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance:
* Close by

= Neighbor, fellow (as man, countryman, Christian, friend)

o www.blueletterbible.org:

» Friend

* Any other person, and where two are concerned, the other
(thy fellow man, thy neighbor), according to the Jews, any
member of the Hebrew nation and commonwealth.

¢ Does our care for others end when we stop being comfortable?

¢ Can God disrupt my routine so that I can minister/serve the
broken?
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BIOGRAPHICAL STUDY: Samaritan Traveler

1. Who was he?

o Descended from a group of people around Mount Gerazim, Shechem, and Ahab’s
capital of Samaria.

e Made up of a mixture of remnant Israelites in the old Northern Kingdom
who were not exiled in 722 by the Assyrians and other people whom the
Assyrians transported into the land.

e Were forbidden from regular, worship with the Jews in the temple at
Jerusalem.

o Had their own temple on Mount Gerazim.

e Only recognized the Pentateuch (first 5 books of the Bible) as the only
true, inspired scripture.

o Thus, Moses, as their author, was elevated above every other
prophet, and seen as Israel’s great Intercessor to the staff.

2. Why was he important?

o Jews would not associate with him. (John 4:3-9)

e Thus no Jew would have considered him to be a TANO Lov

plesion.

3. What were his circumstances?
o He had every reason to avoid the man:
¢ The man was a Jew and thus his “enemy.”

e He may have been putting himself in danger stopping along the road to
help the man.
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4. Did he live out this characteristic? Why does he matter?

o The Samaritan showed G26 O’LYO'(T[T] agape by giving the man, without
request for repayment:

¢ His time

o He stopped to care for the man and then took the man to an inn
to care for him.

o Are we willing to give our time to people who we don’t
think deserve it?

e His treasure:

o He gave the man the use of his donkey; used his oil and wine to
tend to the man’s wounds; and used his own money to pay for
the man’s rehabilitation stay.

o What are we willing to invest in those whom we are
charged to love?

o When we do invest in them, what return are we looking
for? Should we be looking for a return at all?
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Israel in Captivity

Assyria

Babylonia

Babylon =
od Samaria
o Jeruzalern

Assyrians take Israelites into captivity
{c. 734 - 732 BCE & . 724 - 721 BCE)

=P Babylonians took Judah {Jews) into captivity
(604 - 586 BCE)

=~ Assyrians take Gentiles to fill Israel
{721 BCE onwards)
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LIFE APPLICATION

1. Identify a relationship in your life where you have found it particularly difficult to like or

to feel loving toward the other person:

2. Identify a new way you can deal with this person in this coming week that is consistent
with how love in defined in this lesson. What time, treasure, or talent can you offer
them to bring healing to this broken relationship OR the person’s broken state?
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